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eal freatment and compensation for the in-
Jured will he paid. T am afraid they will
he disillusioned. Tf the accident i bhrought
about hy the carelessness of the person in
whose vehicle they are riding, and that
veliiele 15 covered by third party risk insur-
ance, they are provided for, but if the acei-
dent is brought about by the vehicle of some
other individual ronning into the insured

one, and it is proved that the other per-
=on js rusponsible, althongh the injured
person may  he  fravelling in a  vehicle

that is insured, he has no hope of recovering
anvthing, It is an alarming state of affairg,
and one to which the attention of the pub-
lie should be drawn. I have been very
pleased during the last wmonth or twe to see
the velerences that have appeared in the
daily Press Lo this matter. TUnfortunately,
however, the artieles have never been fol-
lowed up.  With the inerveasing moivr traf-
He on onr reoads, it is ahsolutely cssential,
that sumnetling should he done hy the Gov-
crnmment fu protect the public from risks of
this kind. 1 hope during the coming year
the Government will give some attention to
the matter. Tt is nothing new. It may be
new in Western Awnstralin, but there is an
Act governing all this in New Zealand, and
[ notice that quite recently some of the
Fastern States have been  torning  their
attenlion to it. [ believe that altention is
alvedy being given to the malter in Eng-
fand. 1 hope we shall soon he able to learn
that this Stote is taking an active Interest
in this important question, and making a
move in the direetivn of placing an Aet on
the statute-book. 1 am afraid 1f 1 speak
any longer I shall be unpopular. Thereforve,
I fecl obliged to deler to some later period
ol the session the opportunity to discuss
‘other wmatters of interest. 1 have much
pleasure in moving the motiou with which I
opened my remarks.

HON. E. H GRAY (Wust)
tormally second the motion.

[323]: I

On motion by Hon. C. F. Baxter, debate
adjourned.

House udjourned wt 356 p.m.
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MEETING OF THE ASSEMBLY,

The Legislative Assembly met at 3 pan,
pursuant to proclamation, which was read
by the Clerk Assistant (M. F. B, Tslip).

SUMMONS FROM THE LIEUT.-
GOVERNOR,

The Speaker and members, in response to
summons, proceeded to the Legislative Coun-
¢tl Chamber and, having heard His Exeel-
leney  deliver the opening  Speech  (vide
Council report ante), they refurned to the
Assembiy Chamber.

BILL—ELECTORAL ACT AMEND-
MENT.
THE PREMIER (1llon. P. Collier—

Boulder) [3.32]: In order to assert and
maintain the undoubted rights and privi-
leges of this House to nitiate legislation, T
mmove, withont notice, for leave Lo introduce
a Bill for an Act to amend Section 18 of the
Eleotoral Act, 1907-1921.

Leave given; Bill introdueed, and read a
first time.

LIEUT -GOVERNOR'S OPENING

SPEECH.

Mr. SPEAKIER: [ beg to announce that,
aceompanted by hon. members of this Cham-
ber, I attended His Excellency the Lieut.-
Governor in the Legislalive Council Cham-
her to hear the Speech which His Kxeellency
was pleased to deliver to both Houses of
Parvlinment.  For the sake of greater aceur-
aey, | have eaused eopics of the Speeeh to
he distrihuted amongst wmembers of  this
Chamber.
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ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
First Day.
MR. WISE ((iazeoyne) {3341 T moye—

That tire following address in reply to His
Excelleney’s Speech be agreed to:—<Tlis Ex-
celteney Sir Jwnes Mitehell, R.CM.G.) Licut.-
Governor in and over the State of Western
Aunstralin and its Dependencics in the Com-
monwealth of Australia, May it please Your
Excelleney: We the Legislative Assembly of the
Parlianment of the State of Woesiern Auatralia,
in PParlinment assembled, heg to express onr
loxalty to our Most Graecions Sovereign and to
thank your Exeelleney for the Speeeh you have
been pleased to deliver to Parliament,’’

I listened most intently to the Speech do-
livered hy Tlis Fxeelleney a few moments
ago and [ was struek with the more Lhopeful
and optimistic {one sounded therein than
that whieh eluiracterised the previous Speech
delivered by His Fxeellency, more particii-
larly in respect to the mining, dairyving and
limnher industries. We all realise and appre-
ciate the value that the mining industry has
been to this State in this and in other de’
cades. The ining industry has not only
assisted our revenne, hut it has assisted us in
meeting very many governmental prablems,
particularly the problem of unemployvinent.
When this Asseinhly met about a vear ago,
every newspaper in our metropolis and, in
fact, every newspaper in the State, made
the subject of unemployment the great topic
of the day. Tt is very pleasing to note from
His Excellency’s Speech that the results of
a year's operations by the Minister for Fn-
ployment and by the Cabinet generally have
been remarkahble.

Mr. Latham: With the aid ol adiditional
loan funds, of eourse.

Mr. WISE: Yes, with the aid of addi-
tional loan money.

The Minister for Fmplovment: You do
not expect us to earry on without any money
at all, ¢o you?

Mr. WISE: Apart from the fact advanced
by the Leader of the Oppnsition, surcly he
would not endeavour, even at this stage, to
detract from the wonderful work of that de-
partment.

Mr. Molonev: He would do anxthing.

Mr., WISE: It there is auy one
reason justifving the ovcupancy of the
Treasury benches by our party, it is to be
found in their handling of the unemploy-
ment problem.  According to 1i= Fxeel-
lency's Specch, the number ol persons at
present in receipt of sustenanee ig 1,104

compared with G,265 on the lst July of last
year.  Twelve months age sustenance was
cosling this State £7,127 per week, as
agninae £1,787 ot the presewmy fime.  Every
avenue where cmployment was offering hus
heen exploited, and perhaps fhe greatest
achievement has been that of the much-
critivisedd Beanamie Council, At any rate
I should expeer the Leader of the Oppo-
sition to eriticise the couneil.

Mr. Neodhane: That is whai he 1s there for,

Mr. WISE: The Eeonomi- Couneil were
formed ol vepresentalives ol every sectioh
of industey anild comueree———

Mr. Latham: They built a eouple of
houses, did they not!

Mr, WISE :—logether with representa-
tives of industrial nniens, No matter what
aue's politieal thonght may be, surely it will
be conceded that the campatgn lannched by
the Govermuent through the Economie Coun-
¢il has proved to he one worthy of ihe great-
est cominendation. The most plensing feature
of all is the rise in the index figurve, accord-
ing to the Statistician, of emplovinent in fae-
tovies.  Within the vear that index figure
has risen from S0 to 92, Approximately
3,080 men bhave been  absorvhed in other
avennes of emplovment aml sre not now in
any way n eharge upon the Govermnent.
That is something worthy of the praise
of every seclion of the community. 1 ean
understand that the Minister for Fmploy-
ment, more so than the rest of us, would
wish that those men vemaining owi of work
will shortly be only those with nu work in
them. 1 realise that there are certain eon-
scientious objectors aven in that Jdirvetion.
Providing work is not essenlially 2 Gov-
ernment funetion, but in times of stress if
is very necessary for the Covernment to
have full control and to have someone eap-
able of handling the dilficulties {hat oeenr.
We in this State arve zoverned to a great
extent by the amount of muney we rveceive
externally in what we can do for onr people,
not only in relieving unemplovment, hut in
providing social services, This leads me to
refer to the matter of the Commonwealth
grant and the Commonwenlth atfitude zen-
erally to this Stale. T.ef me first eommend
the wonderful report of the committee
appointed in thiz Siate last vear: the report
made available in Tecomber last.

Ar. Moloney: The secession commiftee?

Mr. WISE: No. the committee specially
appointed to eansider the disabilities of this
State. T eonsider that no tribute paid to
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thuse mewbers who did such wonderful work
would be too great. There is always a great
diversity of opimon us to what our grant
shonld be or should not he, and particularly
dnes that apply at the present time, hut the
caommittee {urnished what was nothing more
or less than a halance sheet of the State’s
resources afler a complete stork-taking. It
rently wag n distillation of faets which they
had obtained from all sources from fignres
snhmilted by experts,  They sounded and
prabed every activity and every organisation
in this Staje, amd (heir final swnmmary was
a very definite statement. Tt gave onf that’
relief was nrgently nealded and two alterma-
tivos were sugeested, The first was that o
suhstantinl monetary grant was neeessary
for a term of vears, and that our wrongs
and disahilities weuld not be redvessed if
a sum of less than £1,500,000 woere made
available annually.  The other alternative
was complete tarifl antonomy as snggested
hy the majority report of the 1025 Royal
Cammission.  The conelusion, hased on
facts and arvived at after a  thovough
antdt eomplete summing up of our pasition,
was that our  disabilities  wonld  not
he vodressed if a  lesser snm  than
£1,500,000  were annually made available,
To my mind, the frouble js that grants are
not allowed or paid on merit. They are not
paid ta enable us to overcome our difficulties,
They are paid on politien] eonsiderations.
We have not the necesanry power in the Ifed-
eral Parlinment to enalle ns to demand what
we are entitled io veeeive. Tn every instance
where we pay the piper, we are not per-
mitted to enll the tune. That is the position
in which the Commonwealth have us. We
are left with the responsihility of prodneing
taxable income for the Commnonwealth, with
all the dangers and few of the benefits.

Alr. Needhiam: We have a Minister in the
Tederal Cahinet,

Mr. Thorn: He has heen inoenlated with
the Coinmonwealth virus.

Mre. WISE: The States Disabilities Com-
mission were replied to recently in the report
of the Conmonwealth Grants Commission,
the latter being popularly, or unpopularly,
Lknown as the FEgeleston Commission. The

Beeleston Commission’s report extends to
Western Australia trealment that is in

striking eontrast to the summary of faets T
have mentioned. This report, in the words
of our Premier, was based on crroneons
presumpfions. It wos the work of people

steeped in bins, as T shall  endeavour
to prove. It seemis fo wme o he an
wnjust  attack  upen  past and  present
leaders of public life in this Stake.  Mr
Eagleston, the chatrman, eame here folly
eonvineed that all of Western Auslralin’s
troulles were due to had handling of one
loan Prior te his appointiment ns
chairman, he had expressed himself at lengfl
in the Eastern States Press to that effect, It
the matter were not sa grave, if we were not
faced with such serions possihilities, it would
he almost Indierons to think that a man who
nad  expressed  himself as so exiremely
hiassed against this State shonld he ap-
pointed fo snuch a position. rofessor Giblin,
another member of that Cominission, had
previously prepared a Case for Tasmania,
He had fully satisfied himszelf that Western
Australin was under-taxed, that we had not
squeezed from our people within £400,000

Moneys,

of the amonnt we shouald have ohtained
annually.  Those figures ave refleeted in the

lgvleston Commissian’s report.  Onr taxa-
tion anid taxable eapaeity were warked out
on a basis at least 105, per head lower than
should have heen dane. At least 10s, per
head more was received from our penple
than the figures ased hy the Commission (o
work out their conclusions. [t may he re-
membered that My, KEzeleston divected all hig
questions to witnesses in this State with the
one idea. that the failures in the South-West
and the general expenditure of loan money
were the canse of our unstable and unfortn-
nate position. Mr. Sandford, anather mem-
her of the
South Australian representative, Tndeed, he
classed himself as sueh. He made inquiries
along those lines, and the amonut granted to
South Australin fully reflected his aetivitios
and his power on the Commission. There we
have it. A distinetly and acknowledgedly
hestile chairman, a South Australian repre-
sertubive, an ambassador tar Tasmania, and
no representative whatever of this State!
Compare the membership of the Conunission
witly the personnel of  the committee ap-
pointed loeally, whiel, as 1 have said, arrived
ag its devizions after a complete stocktaking.
whereas the Commission reached its voncln-
sions on highly unstable grounds. Our com-
mittee mentioned the Federal tariff as one of
the erentest factors operating azainst this
State, and arrived at a fizure of £2,000,000
as being the sum adverse to us. The Federal

Commission, was obvionsly a



[2 Avgust, 1934.] n

Commission were unable to arrive at that
fizure, but stated thai whatever the fizure
might he—whether €1.000,000 or £2,000,000
—it was balanced by the benefit of exchanee,
which might lie anything between €1,000.000
and £2,000,060. Was there ever a more weird
formula than that? Something guite neb-
uwlons wa. equal o =zomething even more
pebulous. The tariff having been mentioned
as our greatest disability, it mav be well to
say that the control exereiced over the tarift
by the Federal authority operates az a
strangle-hold on  all our industriez, hnth
rural and wurhan. Our latent resourcesz ve-
main andeveloperd. in sorme rase: by reason
of the Federal tarifi. and existing indu-tries
are throttled by il. T am one who is pre-
pared to admit that the suwar indusiry,
which i5 regarded as a serious disahility, has
rendered at lensi two zervices to the Com-
monwealth: but he that as it may, we are
«till foreed az a Srafe, throush protection to
that induztry. to pav £360,000 a vear more
than we sheunld for our sngar. The Federal
Commission  admitted that this State de-
serves n grant of €200.000 on account of
Narth-Western  disahilities.  That leaves
us ahout £4M0.000 in the way of rrant money
to counteract all our other disabihties. Tt
is o remarkable coincidence that the aetual
sum sugrested by the*Federal Conmission
is equivalent to the dole which has heen paid
to this State over a peritod of years. Tt
mus=t he a remarkable ~et of firure~ that
arrives, by coincidence, at such an answer.
The Federal Commisgsion, working on obsu-
lete Houres, endeavoured to prove that West-
ern Australin is under-tuxed. Tn the same
Lyeath the Federal Government appland
efiselves for reducing taxation. Generally
being nicgardly  and  temporary, erants
merely prolons our troubles. Indeed. they
intensify them. Unless unbiassed cousidera-
tion enn be miven to the report <ubmitted
Ly our own committee, or by a judicial hody,
we have indeed little chance. It may also
ke zanl that if anything i~ to he learnt from
the Federnl Grants Commiszion. if i< the
powent need tor o -tocktaking of the pa-t
33 veurs' operation of the Commapweaiih.
(O: sinully it was -nvgested that Federali-m
would ineveaze the powers of self-zovern-
isent, but the =ituation haz not werked out
in thut way. We have had Commonwealih
Governments  continvally  eraspine  more
Qe er tlan belones to thew, and refu-ing
to Jelesuie even anthority, far le-~ to sur-

render a fair proportion of the spoils already
within their contrel. That reminds me of
the iniquity of the petrol tax, and of the
wanderful opinion expressed by the Federal
Prime Minister that this State has received
certain road grants. 1 would like to analyse
that ascertion. Western Australia has aver
a pertad of years received £332,000 per
annum for road grants. Over the same
period of vears, I find, Western Australia
has contributed to the Commonwealth hy way
of petrol tax £495,000 annoallv. I will
quote  Mr. Lyons from last Thursday’s
“West Australian.”

Mr. Raphacl: That is not very authentic.

Mr. WISE: It is quite authentic.  Mr.
Lyons is reported as saying that Western
Australia 1s indebted to Victoria and New
Reuth Wales for £1,800,000 which this State
would not have received because of its lack
of population, It means that if Western
Australia were considered only on a popu-
lation basis ns regards Federal taxation and
road  grants, it would have received
£1,800,000 less than it actnally has received.
Now, that i< o deliberate mis-statement. The
Prime Mini~ter goes on to say that Western
Australia’s share would hardly have been
mwrove than £1,000.000 for the period. That
arain is a serious mis-statement. From the
State Statistictan I have gleaned the follow-
g figuaves: Over 19,000,000 gallons of petrol
were used in this State during the vear ended
on 30th June last, and this yielded a Com-
mouwealth petrol tax of £608,000.  Last
veur Western Australia received £402,000 by
way of road grant directly from the Federal
tax. Yei the Federal Government say that
we have had £1,000,000 more than we are
entitled to.

Mr. Latham: That statement refers only
tu the population hasis.

My, WISE: The matter was never con-
s<idered on a population basis. If Mr. Lyons
desires that the whole of the money gathered
trom all parts of Australia by Federal tax-
ation +half be spent on Sydney, Melbourne
atil Adelaide, T am sure the Leader of the
ipposition here would not suppeort him in
that desire. [ am positive that the present
Government of We<tern Auwstralia would not
commetnd ~ueh o plan. Fhe allocation of Fed-
eral money~ i< on three-fitth- population and
iwo-fifth- area basi-.  From that a=peet the
Connuonwealth have tilehed in vecent years at
leger £130.000 per annuwn from Western Aus-
tratia, That Reld of taxation wa- originally
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ours, but the Commonwealth Government re-
celved a judgment through the High Court,
who declared our Act ultra-vires. We
thought we had the power that the court
declared we did oot possess. Because
there appeared fo be such & possibility of
an immense amount of money fo be de-

rived, the Federal Government collared
that source of taxation. I would like to
point out that the responsibilities of

transport in the rural wealth-producing
parts of the Staie are tremendous. North
of the 26th parallel, where not more than
6,000 people reside, even £1U0,000 a year
made available to each district would be
little enough for the authorities to spend.
On the other hand, if the Prine Minister
had his way, Melbourne, Sydney, Adelaide
and the other capitals of the Eastern
States would be the sole places where that
money would be expended. My summing

up of the position is that improved means

of eommunication and transport represent
the greatest cost to industry in the dis-
tricts where our greatest exportable wealth
is produced. There is no greater tax on
industry north of the 26th parallel than
the cost of transport. and anything that
can be done to alleviate that position must
be reflected in the general prosperity of
the State. It is important that matters
relating fo health and edueation should re-
ceive fnll consideration, for these, com-
bined with better means of communication
and of transport, constitute the greatest
needs of the people in that part of the
State. T would like to speak on education
matters but the time iz not .opportune.
Suffice it to sav that this State has some-
thing to be proud of that within its borders
there is the lowest percentage of total
illiterates of any country in the world.
Surely that is something worth upholding
and worth striving, if possible, to better.
As regards health, it is admitted that un-
less those ehavged with the responsibility
of administration, particularly in tropieal
climes, make health evervthing, then
disease will quickly decimate the commun-
ity. The health of a nation is a govern-
mental responsibility. It is indeed pless.
ing to those who come from the part of the
State to which I belong, that the scheme
for the provision of a flying doector is
approaching realisation. It would appear
that that wonderful scheme, inaugurated
and fostered by the Australian Tnland

Mission, is to be brought to successful
fruition in Western Australia, and I am
sure that the Government will not be lack-
ing in support when the stage is reached
that they are approached in that direckion,
The scheme will provide the greatest safe-
guard and assurance for the health of
mothers in the outback, much greater than
that afforded by any other organisation
within the State. The relief that will
follow the activities of the flying doetor to
mothers and others liviag in isolabion, even
from the mental standpoind, ean readily be
imagined. In econclusion, I would say,
with His Excellency the Lient.-Governor,
that T hope our labours in this Chamber
during the session will be suecessful in
the interests of the State. I hope that on
the nest similar occasion when Parliament
is ecalled together, an even more optimistic
note may be struck by His Excellency in
his Speech. Perhaps, if we, as inheritors
of great possessions, are to be suceessful,
we must be less selfish and prove ourselves
at least worthy to occupy the benches on
the Government side of the House and
worthy, too, of the heritage that belongs
to us.

MR. NEEDHAM (Perth} [41]: I
formally second the notion.
On motien by Mr., Latham, debate

adgourned.

ADJOURNMENT—SPECIAL,

THE PREMIER (Hon. P. Collier—
Boulder) [4.2]: I move—

That the House at its rising adjourn until
Tuesday next at 4.30 p.m.

Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 4.3 pon.



